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SVGRS Newsletter November 2016 
2016 SVGRS Calendar of Event 

 
Nov-12 10:00am - Rocky Ridge Setup 

(Rocky Ridge County Park, York PA) 

 

Nov-25 6:00pm - Christmas Magic Opening Day   

 

Dec-1 Officer Voting Deadline 

(Ballots to Nominating Chairperson)  

    

Dec-4 4:45pm - General Meeting #4/Christmas Party  

   

(Railside Banquet Center ï Hanover PA) 

Dec-31 Rocky Ridge Christmas Magic Ends  

 

Attention members: Setup time is near 
 

   We need your support for the 2016 edition of the SVGRS Rocky Ridge Christmas 

Magic show.  This is now the clubôs only source of income.  Please come out on 

Saturday and lend us a hand. 

      

   Setup date is November 12 around 9:00am...  We will also be compiling a list of 

volunteers like in the past for watching and running the trains each evening.  All 

volunteers get in to the show for free during its month long running and repeated 

support will be rewarded.  Last yearôs setup had the best attention to details in years 

thanks to the girls adding their touch!  So ladies come help with the decorating; we 

could really use your support too.            (Continued) 
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 We would appreciate a call or email beforehand that you will be participating so 

we can plan ahead for food and drinks. 

  Hope to see you there! 

  

Turk Russell  

 Contact:    Turk Russell    717-762-8873    cell   717-977-1000 

                  Rob Segessenman   717-359-8515  

 

 
 

Calling all SVGRS Members with colorful leaves! 
 

This week's weather has been our first real taste of Fall and driving around one can 

clearly see the colors.  They might not be as bright and vivid as some years, but 

there is color!  That's where we need your help.  We need a variety of leaves for 

ground cover at Rocky Ridge.  Even if you can't help with setup, if you have ac-

cess to colorful or "different" leaves, please consider raking them up and donating 

them to the cause.  Even one bag will help!  We'll figure out some way to get them 

if you not coming on November 12th!  Just let us know! 
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This yearôs SVGRS Christmas party will once again be held at the Railside Din-

er/Banquet Facility in Hanover PA.  The date is Sunday December 4th and weôll 

start at 4:45pm.  Watch for a RSVP message next month which will have menu de-

tails, but our options should be very similar to last year.  It was a good venue that 

everyone seemed to like so we booked it again.  Memberôs cost will remain the 

same at $9 per adult and $6 per kid 13 and under.  Hope to see everyone there! 

 

-Penny Segessenman 

 
Annual Trailer Clean Up 

 
 This yearôs trailer contents cleanup was held at Bob and Harriet Segessenmanôs 

house on Sunday Oct 16 from 2pm till 5pm. We appreciate Bob letting us set up a 

cleaning line at his house!  

Unfortunately, only 10 folks showed up to help and that is very disappointing com-

pared to past years.  Itôs a lot of work for a set few to wash clean and reorganize all 

of our trains and buildings.  

(Continued) 

    We did get most items out of the trailer to be washed and cleaned.  We also com-

pleted some maintenance for lubing cars / locos + gluing buildings back together. 

   On the positive note; we also completed most of the packing for Rocky Ridge 

Christmas Magic. So the trailer is almost ready to go.  

   Thanks to the following:  Rob & Penny Segessenman, Turk & Renee Russell, 

Jason & Deb Scott. Phillip Shoop, Rich & Fran Reese    
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Message from the Club President 
Richard Reese 

PA-RR Museum-2016 Tour 
Imagine the delight of opening up your local 

Community Courier and finding an article 

on a garden railroad.  That is what I found in 

the September 21 issue when I finally 

opened it a few days later.  I contemplated 

calling and asking for permission to reprint 

until I reached the third paragraph which re-

vealed the point of the article, not that gar-

den railway itself, but the annual tour spon-

sored by The PA Railroad Museum.  It was 

held from 1 to 5 PM on Sunday, October 2.   

The cost was $10 with tickets sold at Stauf-

fers of Kissel Hill locations.     The tour fea-

tured 10 locations.  Two of these were in re-

tirement communities, another two were in 

Chester County at Coatesville, so they were 

not visited.  My wife and I made it to five of 

the remaining locations, the last after the 

tour had officially ended.   Location number 

3 belonged to club member Phil Shoop and 

could be visited another time.The featured 

tour stop in the article entitled ñModel Rail-

roading In The Great Outdoorsò was located 

in Wrightsville.   It was the first stop on our 

tour.   Although a Wrightsville postal ad-

dress, it is actually just outside of East Pro-

spect facing east towards Long Level.   

 1.  Tom Ohlhaber ï 117 Livia Lane, 

Wrightsville  
 There was a good size crowd when 

we arrived, walked down the steps to the 

rear of the house where the layout was lo-

cated.  This is an awsome view of the hills 

along the west side of the Susquehanna Riv-

er.   This a well built layout with lighted 

buildings and running water perched at the 

top of a very steep slope.  It is about 60 foot 

long and 35 foot deep.  Tom tells us that the 

layout is four years old, and his biggest chal-

lenge is keeping the clover out.   Motive 

power is a Bachmann Mogul, letter C&S, 

and a n RS3 diesel switcher.  We dallied for 

about 20 minutes before driving to the next 

stop on the far east side of Lancaster, from 
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where would work our way west, then north 

before heading homeward, visiting tour 

stops 4, 2, 7 and 9.   It's a whirlwind event 

and you do not have a lot of time to soak in 

these enjoyable gardens or inspect the detail 

that has gone into their building. 

(Continued) 

 

4. Fay and Judd Hall ï 2479 Creek 

View Dr., Lancaster 

 

 Nestled in a small development on the 

north side of Route 30 across from the Tan-

ger Outlets is a sprawling two section gar-

den railway belong to Judd Hall.   The sec-

tion pictured above is the newest portion and 

features several back and forth tracks.  The 

automation makes the layout alive with mo-

tion and gives it a very busy feel.  Judd 

started with a relatively flat back yard, and 

built a small dogbone with a water feature 

around a gazebo from which he can sit and 

watch (and run) his trains.  There are two 

footbridges through the center of each sec-

tion for pedestrian access.   He also had a 

table set up with construction photographs.  

This is a very attractive and well-functioning 

railway. 

 

 

2. Mark and Mary Beth Oles ï 2808 Long 

Farm Lane, Lancaster 

 

 Working our way back west, we took 

the Oregon Pike north and turned left at the 

Landis Valley Historical Museum, arriving 

at the site of our third target.  Again we en-

countered a large number of visitors.   Mark 

and his wife have named their railway, the 

Millersvillanova.   It features a turntable and 

a multitude of locomotives ranging from 

New Haven F's and RS 3, NYC steam, and a 

modern SD70M.   Four of the steam units 

have been lettered for his home road, 3 

Pacifics and a Mikado.  He uses an upside 

down NYO&W decal.  This layout was easy 

to inspect as they are on a corner lot and it 

extends towards the side street from behind 

the garage. 

7. Jane and Frank Stellar ï 351 

Lakeview Drive, Manheim 

 

 Leaving there, we went further west 

to the north side of Manheim, for tour listing 

number 7. 

Carefully concealed behind a normal look-

ing house on a normal street was this mag-

nificently 

 Constructed gem featuring double tracked 

mains and folded dogbones.   You can liter-

ally spend hours watching these trains run 
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though this layout just because of the track-

work's direction changes, and there are two 

or three benches on which to sit and watch.  

Frank indicates that he had only one regret 

and that was the use of under his back porch 

for storage as it is crawl space and very dif-

ficult to get into to re-rail a car or train. 

 

9.  Larry and Barbara Imhoff ï 418 

Southview Dr., Lititz     

 

Our last stop on the self-guided tour was at 

former club member Larry Imhoff's in 

Brickerville.  It was 5:30 when we arrived 

and parked in his driveway.  No other guests 

were present.   As we reached the rear cor-

ner of his layout, Barbara greeted us, and we 

reintroduced ourselves.  Larry and the mu-

seum volunteer were busy inside taking care 

of the days statistics, but came out before we 

left.  We reminisced about days gone by and 

about his children now grown to adults.   

Larry's effective track plan and simple land-

scaping were a sharp contract to the others 

seen on the tour.  They informed us that 260 

visitors had stopped before we arrived.  A 

very good day for garden railways.  

- Rich 
 

Barry Zeiglers new projects.  

 
 Built from scratch.   Weôll show the finished products in the next issue 

  

 
 

 

(Continued) 
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